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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  The  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Williton  Rural  District  Council, 
Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  12th  Annual 

Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  your  District. 

* 

The  District  extends  over  an  area  of  97,000  Acres  and 

for  about  32  miles  along  the  shores  of  the  Bristol  Channel. 

% 

The  population  of  the  District  is  estimated  at  11,900 
and  the  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  3626. 

The  Rateable  value  is  £59,952  and  the  sum  of 

C  '  it  ' 

£244  -  13  -  4  is  represented  by  one  penny  rate. 

i  *  ■  t 

VITAL_ STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Return  shows  137  births  of  which  70  were 
males  and  67  females. 

The  birth  rate  is  therefore  11.51  per  1000,  compared  with  12.26  of 

last  year. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Return  of  deaths  shows  163  ,  (83  males  and 

80  females),  and  this  gives  a  death  rate  of  13.70  per  1000,  compared 

% 

with  12.10  of  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  were  7,  which  gives 

an  Infant  Mortality  of  51.09  compared  with  34.24  of  last  year. 

* 

Ho  Women  died  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  uhooping  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever  or 
Diphtheria. 
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HEALTH_ SEKVICBS. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital,  known  as  the  Minehead  and  Williton 
Hospital,  where  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  (other  than  small  Pox) 
which  cannot  he  satisfactorily  isolated  at  home  are  sent. 

There  is  a  Steam  Disinfector  where  all  bedding  and  clothing  can  be 
disinfected,  and  a  motor  ambulance  provided,  in  which  infectious 
cases  can  be  removed  from  their  homes  to  the  Hospital. 

The  County  Authorities  have  a  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Polden  Hills 

..  .  . 

to  which  any  case  occuring  in  the  District  can  go. 

The  County  have  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Ilinehead  at  vhich 
Dr. Short  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  or  Dr.Hartyn  the  Assistant 
Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  every  Thursday,  and  to  which  all 
residents  in  the  District  can  go  for  examination. 

A  Lady  Health  Visitor  visits  every  known  case  and  reports  upon  it. 
Care  Com  ittees  have  been  formed  in  The  District,  who,  when  necessary 
provide  extra  nourishment  in  needy  cases. 

In  needful  cases  a  shelter  is  provided  on  the  reccommendation  of  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

There  ia  no  Institution  in  the  District  which  provides  for  unmarried 
Mothers,  Illegitnate  Children  or  Homeless  Children,  other  than  the 


Public  Assistance  Institution. 
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Infectious  Diseases#  Humber  of  Gases  Notified.  Removed  to  Hospital. Deaths. 


Small  Fox. 

Scarlet  Fever*  6. 

Diphtheria.  1. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Pneumonia.  3. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Ophthalmia  Heonatorium. 

Puerperal  fyrexia.  1* 

Puerperal  Sepis.  1. 

Cerehro -Spinal  Meningitis • 
Erysipelas.  2. 


6. 

1. 


1. 

2. 


Totals.  14.  10.  NIL. 


Scarlet  Fever.  Ho  area  was  chiefly  affected,  and  the  cases  were  of a 
mild  tjrpe.  The  rate  for  the  whole  Country  being  2.41  per  1000,  whilst 
this  District  was  .504  per  1000. 

4  '  i  ■  *  ..  i  «  .  .  f 

Diphtheria.  One  case  ms  notified  during  the  year.  The  rate  of  the 
\^ole  Country  being  1.58  per  1000. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxen  Serum  is  kept  by  the  H.O.H,  and  can  be 
supplied  at  any  time  vfoen  required,  and  in  doubtful  cases,  swabs  are 
sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination. 

Neither  the  Selrick  nor  the  Dick  Test  has  been  used  in  this  District. 
Iheumonia.  Three  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notifies  during  the  year. 
Puerperal  Fever.  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Puerperal  Sepis  and  Ophthalmia 

Heonatorium.  There  was  one  case  of  Puerperal  Sepi3  and  one  case 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

So  case  of  Ophthalmia  Heonatorium  occurred. 

Arrangements  regarding  Puerperal  cases  etc  are  made  by  the  County 
Authorities  as  followss- 

Hospital  Claes  of  oases  ad  ijtted. 


Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. 

O.H. 

P.F. 

& 

P.P 

Bridgwater  Hospital. 

O.U. 

P.F. 

& 

P.P 

knells  &  District  Cottage  Hospital. 

O.H. 

P.F. 

& 

P.P 

Yeovil  &  District  Hospital. 

O.H. 

P.F. 

& 

P.P 

Taunton  Isolation  Hospital. 

O.H. 

Chard  &  District  Hospital. 

P.F. 

& 

P.P 
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Nurses . 

Application  io  made  by  the  Doctor  in  charge  of  the  case 
direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  a  nurse  for 
Ophthalmia  Peonatorium  cases. 

For  caseB  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  usually  the  nurse 
associated  with  the  case  is  retained,  but  in  special  cases  a  fully 
trained  nurse  in  addition  is  sent,  if  application  is  made  direct  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  explaining  the  special  necessity. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M,  F.  M.  F. 

Pulmonary.  Ron -Pulmonary • 

M.  F.  lit  F# 

0. 

1. 

5. 

/ 

10. 

>  > 

15. 

/  / 

/ 

20. 

f 

25. 

/  / 

/  /  . 

35. 

/  > 

> 

45.  , 

t 

...  / 

55. 

 - 

65up. 

— *- 

Totals.  ^  7 

/  $ 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Private  enterprise  is  chiefly  responsible  for  pipe  borne  water  in  most 
of  the  villages  in  the  District,  the  District  Council  being  responsible 
for  comparitively  few. 

For  instance,  there  are  private  water  supplies  in  14  villages,  in  11 
villages  the  supply  beldngs  to  the  District  Council,  le  ivin.  7  without 
a  piped  water  supply. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Authorities,  the  Public  and  Private 
water  supplies  are  periodically  examined,  by  this  means  a  defective 
supply  can  soon  be  discovered. 
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Most  of  the  7  ■villages  without  a  piped  water  supply  are  scattered  and 
the  inhabitants  depend  upon  isolated  springs  and  wells. 

There  is  not  much  cause  for  comment  for  the  water  supply  of  the 
District  as  a  whole. 

1.  The  new  water  supply  for  Crowcombe  Hcathfield  has  been  coxjpleted, 
after  approval  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  all  the  houses  in  that 
area  have  been  connected  up. 

2.  The  question  of  a  new  water  supply  for  Luckwell  bridge  in  the 
Parish  of  Cutcombe  is  in  hand. 

R1V5BS  AND  STREAMS. 

i 

There  is  no  pollution  of  the  Local  Streams  worth  mentioning,  other 
than  the  complaints  with  regard  to  the  Wootton  Courtenay  and 
withycombe  Sewerage  emptying  into  the  Local  Streams. 

With  regard  to  withycombe,  a  hew  Sewerage  Scheme  has  now  been 
provided  and  all  houses  in  the  Village  are  being  connected  up. 

A  Local  Inquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  held  e  *rly  in  19o8, 

» 

and  the  work  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Scheme 
approved  by  them. 

PRAIffA  GSS  AFP  Stt  WJSHfc  OB  . 

% 

Most  of  the  larger  villages  have  a  system  of  piped  sewers  which  are 
kept  in  good  working  order.  The  villages  of  Koadwater,  bossington, 
and  Holford  are  however  still  unsewered. 

A  Scheme  has  been  prepared  to  provide  a  system  of  sewers  for  the 
whole  of  the  Parish  of  Selworthy,  which  will  include  bossington,  and 
the  same  is  now  before  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  their  approval. 

CLOSET  ACCOM  ODATIOH. 

# 

There  are  no  closely  built  or  populous  centres  in  the  District,  where 
closets  on  the  conservancy  system  remain  in  any  great  quantity. 

There  are  still  however  scattered  Privies  and  Jfiarth  Closets  in  the 
District,  and  these  are  to  be  found  in  every  Parish. 
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The  Collection  of  house  refuse  in  the  District  has  been  dealt  with  by 
the  Council,  in  a  very  thorough  manner,  and  practically  the  whole  of 
the  Rural  Area  has  its  refuse  collected. 

Dumps  are  provided  as  follows s- 

r 

1.  At  Bossington  with  a  forced  draught  Incinerator  to  serve  Porlock, 
Luccombe,  Selworthy,  Wootton  Courtenay  and  Minehead  without. 

2.  At  Dunster  with  a  Hew  forced  draught  Incinerator  to  serve  Duns ter, 
Timberscombe ,  Cutcombe,  Carhampton,  withycombe  and  half  of  the  Parish 

of  Old  Cleeve. 

3.  At  Wools ton  to  serve  Willi  ton,  frebo rough,  Luxboi’ough,  half  of 
the  Parish  of  Old  Cleeve,  Dettlecombe,  Monksilver,  Biworthy,  Brompton 
Ralph,  Clatworthy,  Btogumber,  Bicknoller  and  bampford  Brett. 

4.  At  Stringston  to  serve  Stringston,  .Codington,  Stogurcey,  west  and 
Bast  Quantoxhead,  Silve,  Holford  and  Kilton. 

The  collections  are  made  fortnightly  for  Porlock,  Willi ton  and  Dunster 

and  Monthly  elsev/here. 

* 

The  whole  of  the  collections  are  made  by  means  of  a  modem  covered 

Dfcstless  Motor  Vehicle,  and  there  is  no  waste  or  unsightliness  during 

» 

transit. 

SUMMARY  OB  WORKS  DONE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Inspections.  310. 

Re-Inspections.  7  57. 


Total. 

1567. 

Houses  Kedrained. 

30. 

Premises  Disinfected. 

11. 

Hew  Y*.C,b  Provided. 

21. 

Milk  Samples  for  Examination. 

70. 

Premises  Limed  and 

Cleansed.il. 

Water  Samples  for  Analysis. 

97. 

Slaughter  House  Inspections. 228. 

Dairy  Inspections.  151. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Sanitary  Condition  and  Water  Supply  to  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  are  on  the  whole  good. 
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SANITARY 


AD.  id iistratiqn. 


The  Sanitary  Staff  consists  of  nr.R.E. Jackman,  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  Sanitary  Surveyor,  an  whole  time  Officer,  who  holds  the  certificate 
of  the  sanitary  Institute  as  a  ^uanified  Inspector,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Municipal  and  County  Engineers,  also  a  bellow  of  the  Incorporated 
Association  of  Surveyors# 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.R.B.Perrett.HoS.I.A.  who  is  also 
a  Certified  Inspector  of  Mest  and  Jtoods. 

Mr.Perrett  took  up  his  duties  in  September  19o8,  and  is  doing  his 

*  . 

work  well# 

The  Slaughter  Houses,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  now  receiving  the 
attention  they  require  and  conditions  are  consequently  improving# 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  foree  in  the  District *- 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts  1890# 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890# 

HCHJ3IHG  AC  OOIliliODATIQH  » 

The  Housing  Conditions  of  the  District  has  greatly  improved,  and 
the  Council  have  erected  a  further  4  houses  at  Dcmiford,  williton. 

307  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  williton  R*D. Council  since  the 
War,  and  has  greatly  improved  the  Hoasing  Conditions  in  the  District. 
Careful  attention  is  still  being  paid  to  the  provisions  of  the 

t 

Housing  Acts. 

HOUSING#  As  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health# 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  years- 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority. 


With  State 

As  sis  tanee  • 

i 

(a)  Rehousing  under  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

4. 

1 

(b)  Overcro  ding. 

Nil. 

1  (c)  Other. 

Nil. 

without  State  Assistance# 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons. 

(a)  With  State  Assistance. 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance. 

• 
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HOUSING  IH3PECTI0HS 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


(a>  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts}* 

(h)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose • 

(a)  Humber  of  dwelling  house e  (included 
under  Sub-head  (l)  above)  wnich  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Kegulations  1925* 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose* 

« 

Humber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 
be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation. 

Humber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 
of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  Sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation* 


82* 

176. 


17. 


36* 


8* 


57. 


Housing  Action. 


(a)  Humber  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers. 

(b)  Humber  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily, 
or  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 


30. 


8. 


Action  under  Statutory  X3owers  during  the  fears- 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

(1)  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repai  rs  • 

(2)  Humber  of  dv/elling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices. 

(a)  By  Owners. 

* 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 
default  of  Owners. 


Mil. 


Mil. 


Mil. 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Actas- 


(1) 

•  »  •  t 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied. 

Nil. 

(2) 

V  ' 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices *- 

(a)  By  Owners. 

Mil. 

4  * 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 
default  of  Owners. 

Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  13  &nd  26 
of  tiie  Housing  Act  1936. 

t 

/ 

a; 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

Nil. 

(2) 

t 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 

t  * 

Mil. 

(3) 

Clearance  Orders  made. 

Mil. 

(4) 

Clearance  Orders  confirmed. 

Mil. 

(a)  Humber  of  houses  involved. 

Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished. 

Mil. 

HOUSING  ACT  1956  -  OTERO KOWlilM G i - 

>  • 

(a)  (i)  dumber  of  dwellings  overcrovjded 

at  the  end  of  the  year.  15. 

(ii)  Humber  of  families  dwelling  therein.  15. 

(iiij  Humber  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  113® 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year.  1. 


HOUSING  ACT  1936  -  OVERCROWING  Contd:-) 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year.  8. 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases.  57. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 

*  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 

abatement  of  overcrowding.  Nil. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 
overcrowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
HELICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH  may  consider  it 

desirable  to  report. 
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Number  of  Producers  on  the  iiegister.  196. 

*  i 

Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Kegister  divided 
as  follows  tzfy 

0  I  «  •  i 

(a)  Distributors  only®  5* 

i 

5#  •  ^  ^  • 

(b)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers.  79. 

•  * 

(  A  Producer  is  only  included  as  a  Distributor 
if  he  definitely  makes  a  business  of  selling 
his  milk  bjr  ret  il  to  individual  customers ) . 

Number  of  licenses  given  to  traded  Milk  Distributors.  Nil. 

(If  any,  give  particulars  of  designation) • 

* 

» 

MEAT  SUPER  VI  3  I  OH. 

Slaughter  Houses.  Licenced  8.  registered  6.  i'otal  14. 

» 

Number  of  carcasses  inspected  during  the  year. 

ir  f  .  » 

Beatte.  102.  Sheep  235.  Pigs.  122. 

Meat  Condemned. 

4  « 

Bovine  Lungs  2.  Bovine  Livers  2.  Sheep  Livers  8.  Pigs  Lungs  1. 
Pigs  Livers  3.  Pigs  Heads  18. 

SIGNED. 

S. Atkin son. 

»  •  ,  i 

,  .  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

To  The  Willi ton  Hural  District  Council 


Somerset 
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